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1, Chungshan (113-56, 22-22) Hsien ia well known for its large land holdings, 
wany of which exceed a thousani mou, something not common in Kwangtung. 
Landlords for the most part ar» absent, and the ccolleotion of rents is 
handled through a group of loc: 1] agents whe are tough, armed nen, hooked 
uo with local bullies ana sometimes even with bandits. Without dealings 
with these rough men, collectica of reats would be hardly possible. In 
fact, many if net most of these local roughnecks make their living by 
taking a share of the land reni, prosising rrotection in return, lowever, 
in recent decades when law and order have Leen iacking in the countryside, 
their -rotection has proved effective. 


2. In December 1950 with aritation for a land reform program, with the movee 
ment for the reduction of rent and interest in full swing, with heavy 
levies on landlords and other agricultural /producers, and with the drastic 
measures taken arainst traditicnal power groups and local armed elements, 
the interests of both the ‘andlords and the local toughs were hard hit. 
Thourh the interests of these two rroups were formerly antagonistic, 
they found a commen enemy in the new rerine; Jandlords and local bullies, 
are now workin, together to preserve the ola system against the new power. 
Ry the use ci force and by traditional social relaticaships, thease two 
groups still coumane the rollowiag of a very consiuerable number of the 
peasants at all economic Jevels, £4 42 #2 = ™ 


3, Because cf tnris resistance, wnich may be stronger than at maay other 
places in the Delta, Comnunist autncrities in the countrysias in this 
aistrict are turning to tia use of roujher wethoes, such ag ovating 
and killiag, in uealing with local recalcitraats. 


4, Land reform, including lana reaistritution, proceeds only slowly here 
for the following two other reasoas: 


a. many olf tne landowners are overseas Chinese, living, in Hoag song and 
macao and ia lorsiga countries. vne government has professed a policy 
of protectiag the legitimate interest cf these persons thereby trying 
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“Oo win their political ana financial suppert. Consequently, land 
ho.dings of overseas Chinese are not treated the same way as those 
i ordinary lanalorus, ang are not subjected to confiscation. 


The unit cf farming is bijger here than in most of the places oa the 
Delta. aca unit also containg a complicated arainage and irriya- 
tion system, a3 much of tha lanu recently reclaimed froa iow- lying 
mud tlats of the Canton estuary is frequently sub jected to floods 

if the irrigation system is aot properly maintaiued. Such unite 
would be destroyed if they were sub-divided for redistribution, 
weanwhile, the goverament hag asither the personnel or the capital 
to take over the operation of such larpe farms, the number of' which. 
is consiuerable, in oruer to maintain control and production 

the Communists have been forced to subscribe to this outmoded system 
which moans, in effect, the perpetuation of reactionary elements and 
the indefinite Postponing of general jJand reform. Ags a congeguencea, 
their hola on the najority of the population is extremely slight. 
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